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I had the opportunity to meet Belva Davis for the first time about 14 years ago when 
we were speakers at an event supporting young women at the Treasure Island Job 
Corps.  As a newcomer to the Bay Area, I was not aware of her history or her 
impact on the local, state and national news scene.  However, I was touched by how 
approachable she was that day to the students and the audience and could 
immediately tell she was a leader with substance and conviction.  This interview 
provides all of us the opportunity to know more about Belva, her leadership and her 
involvement in Women's Forum West early history.    Thank you Belva for your 
honest reporting, your curiosity and caring about important issues that have helped 
transform this community. 
 
When did you join IWF and what was your position at 
that time? 
  
I was part of an organizing lunch meeting in the mid-seventies 
hosted by Aileen Hernandez, who had served as the second 
National President of NOW and restaurateur Cecilia Chang 
for 75+ local women leaders.  I was a reporter for KPIX at the 
time and starting a career that was always under a microscope. 
So I attended the event under the guise of getting a story. The 
organizers' message that day was, "It is now our time as 
women to support each other and to step up to our leadership 
roles."   We were all excited about meeting each other and the 
potential for an organization that would support us and our 
careers. 
 
What were the circumstances that prompted you to become one of the founding 
members? 
  
In 1967 I was hired at KPIX, a CBS affiliate owned by Westinghouse, as the first woman 
of color, television news reporter west of the Mississippi.  Prior to that, I had been 
working in a variety of black print and radio media outlets.  During the late sixties at 
KPIX, my reporting was primarily about the local political, social and racial upheaval 
that was happening in the Bay Area.  After several years I was promoted to an anchor 
position on the Mid-day news broadcast and realized I needed to broaden my contacts to 
have access to a more diverse audiences and stories. Women's Forum West was the 
perfect venue to help me become connected to a broader Bay Area population and the 
stories of the increasing number of successful women. 
 
What was the most challenging aspect of your career at the time you joined and how 
did the organization provide support to help you deal with this? 



  
I had proven that I could be a serious general assignment reporter able to handle any 
major story of the day, but anchoring a newscast required additional skills.  There had 
been no training program for me when I entered the business and now I faced a different 
set of challenges.  But, there was a bonus.  At the center of our program was a slot for 
live interviews.  This offered a wonderful opportunity to suggest guests and topics for the 
program.  Forum members were a great source of leads and guests for the program. 
 
How were you involved with the merger of these two groups into WFW? What do 
you see as the major membership benefit now? 

  
  
I participated in some of the early informal 
meetings but not as directly in the merger talks 
due to the demands of my work.  My opinion 
was sought as the groups were exploring ways 
to combine their efforts and I did that via 
phone and mail.  I felt it was a big moment 
when the two groups joined as it symbolized 

true leadership in navigating change and acknowledged that we were more powerful as 
one united group.   
 
The value I see with membership today includes access to substantive programs, people 
of stature and international experiences.  This helps members broaden their view of the 
world.  I would still like to see more diversity in our membership but do recognize that 
we have made tremendous progress since I joined.  In the early days, women of color felt 
they carried the weight of the world on them both as a woman and a minority.  As they 
struggled to be successful, they did not initially see the role that Women's Forum West 
could play within their limited time and space. I think when our own Fran Streets was 
elected as the first woman of color to lead the International Forum, things began to 
change. 
 
It's been 25 + years since IWF started and do you think it's easier now for women in 
your field to advance to the top leadership roles?  Why or why not? 
  
I am delighted that we don't have to expend so much energy breaking down the major 
barriers of access.  Women hold some of the top management jobs in broadcasting 
today.  On another front, women have advanced as Foreign Correspondents and are 
covering stories in some of the most dangerous places in the world.    It's not something 
every woman wants to do but in the past those jobs had been dominated by men.  All the 
news is not good; retaining women as anchors on network evening newscasts continues 
to be a challenge. 
 
When women do make it to the top, they need our support when they make the difficult 
decisions necessary to chart a new course.  Also, when we admit that as women we see 



the world differently, we need to embrace those differences.  This brings balance to 
gender issues and it doesn't take anything away from men. 
 
What do you see as the current challenges/barriers to women's advancement to the 
top of their field? 
  
One of the challenges is that women often wait their turn to show their strengths and 
brilliance, and that reticence to push forward can slow down their advancement and keep 
women from moving ahead as fast as they would like.   
  
What are you most proud of in your career and your most significant contribution 
to your profession? 
  
I am very proud that as a non-network reporter I was given the opportunity to travel 
internationally to cover stories I cared a great deal about. When our American Embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania were bombed by Al-Qaeda in 1998, Doctor Ramona Tascoe, a 
local physician, organized a humanitarian trip to bring thousands of pounds of badly 
needed medical supplies to the over five thousand wounded and suffering Africans.  Most 
had been injured in a Nairobi office building next to our Embassy. There was a dispute 
with the State Department as to who was responsible for their care since they were not on 
U.S. soil.  We were advised not to take the trip but took it in spite of the warning.  It was 
an honor to give Dr. Tascoe a chance to tell their story. 
 
On a completely different level, with the cooperation of my employer, I chaired the 
American Federation of Radio and Television Artists National Equal Employment 
Committee for almost a decade.   Working with other groups, we advocated for more 
employment opportunities for women, minorities, the disabled and seniors. I could 
honestly tell the story of how difficult it had been to break through barriers and land my 
first job.  The seeds for the diversity we see on our screens today were planted at scores 
of meetings with broadcast executives and producers over the years.  I'm proud that we 
are seeing all of America reflected on our screens today. It's the best evidence that our 
work has been fruitful. 
 
I am also very proud to have been part of the first IWF National Conference held in San 
Francisco. The highlight of our major lunch session was a satellite conversation, which I 
hosted, with Aung San Suu Kyi, the Nobel Peace Prize winner and opposition political 
leader from Myanmar (Burma).  Ms. Suu Kyi lived under house arrest for six years, but 
somehow the national IWF office arranged that  
 
What was the best advice you got as you climbed the ladder to success?  Is it still 
relevant for aspiring women leaders today? 
 
I was told to say yes to the demands of my job as often as possible, but resist doing 
anything that I ethically could not support.  Secondly, I was advised to encourage 
constructive criticism in order to better understand and address my own deficits.  Finally, 



I was advised to nourish my curiosity; it is the best friend a journalist can have.  I still 
pass that on to those who ask today. 
 
Are you currently retired and if so, was it a challenge to make that transition? What 
helped you successfully navigate retirement? 
  
I stayed in this business longer than most because I could and enjoyed my work so 
much.  When I realized I needed to close out this chapter, I told my producers I wanted to 
spend my last year on the air covering the elections of 2012.   We started our coverage 
with the New Hampshire Primary, then the National Conventions of the Republican and 
Democratic parties and with continuing coverage of the California Primary.  My station, 
KQED decided to launch its first live election night coverage. It was an exciting and 
gratifying way to end a very long career   
   
After nearly 50 years of prepping for various 
stories and broadcasts, I sometimes miss that 
challenge. Happily I have found a new focus 
and energy in promoting my book, "Never in 
My Wildest Dreams, A Black Woman's Life 
in Journalism".   Now I am enjoying 
reviewing many years of materials and files 
that both my husband, Bill Moore, who was a 
television news photographer, and I 
accumulated that will be part of the new Belva 
Davis Archive at San Francisco State. 
   
What current programs are of most interest 
to you and how would you like to be 
involved with IWF today? 
  
Over the years, I have participated in the 
variety of programs IWF offers, from summer 
camp to special events, and dine-arounds.  I 
especially like programs with speakers and 
discussions and am very pleased about our 
new efforts to support women and girls 
through the Legacy Foundation Partnership 
Project.  
 
I have also enjoyed the international travel and remember with fondness traveling to the 
first conference in England with Fran Streets who was the first black president of IWF. 
She and I went to the Queen Mum's house for tea and especially enjoyed our visit to #10 
Downing Street.  Although I am not as involved now, I am excited about the new 
mentoring program and new leaders, including my daughter, who has joined the 
Forum.  Finally, there's great comfort in knowing my old friends are still there when I 
need them. 



How do you define success? 
 
I believe true success can only be accomplished when you contribute to the good of 
others and are not focused totally on yourself. 
 
Final thoughts..... 
  
I'm thankful that IWF serves as a place where women can explore new ideas and form 
alliances. Many are using their leader's voice to raise issues their male colleague might 
not have deemed important.  Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg in a New York 
Times interview said it best, "Yes, women bring a different life experience to the 
conference table.  All of our differences make the conference better".  As we change and 
grow, I rejoice in that observation.  
 


